
 

Eschatology 

The doctrine of “last things” or “things to come.” The word eschatology comes from the 

Greek, escatos, meaning, “last, extreme.” As used theologically, this word refers to those 

truths of Scripture that pertain to the end times, the coming of the Lord, the rapture, the 

Tribulation, the millennium, etc.   A term that speaks of the study of the end times from a 

biblical perspective. The word eschatology is made up of two different Greek words: 

eschaton, meaning “end,” and -ology, meaning a “study of something.” The most important 

events predicted in the “end of the age,” the eschaton, are the Great Tribulation, Jesus’ 

second coming, and the millennial kingdom. More than one-fourth of the Scriptures (27%) 

relate to prophetic events foretold by the prophets.  

Prophecy 

As used here, prophecy refers to that part of God’s revelation in Scripture that is 

predictive, the revelation which God gives from His sovereign and eternal plans and 

foreknowledge of things to come. The prophet was one who spoke God’s message to His 

people. In this he was both a forth teller (preaching) and a foreteller (prediction). It is the 

predictive element we are concerned with here, however, we must always keep in mind 

that prophecy, though dealing with the future, carries a current message for godliness, 

peace, and comfort. 

Revelation---Apocalypse 

A term sometimes used for the Book of Revelation since the word revelation comes from 

the Greek apokalupsis, “an unveiling, revelation.” 

 

Fullness of the Gentiles 

This refers to the completion of God’s purpose in the church age during which time God is 

calling out from among the Gentiles a people for His name, namely the Church (Acts 

15:14; Eph. 1:22-23; Rom. 11:7-32). 

 

The RAPTURE. † 

The rapture (from Lat. rapio “seize, carry away”) is to be the eschatological event in which 
Christians still living on the earth will be “caught up together with them [deceased 
Christians who have been resurrected] in the clouds to meet the Lord [Christ] in the air” (1 
Thess. 4:17). The rapture contains within it several aspects of eschatological expectation, 
including the hope for the gathering together of God’s people, who have been separated by 



death, geography, or circumstances, and their being united with their Lord (Matt. 24:31; 1 
Thess. 3:13; 4:16–17) the hope for God’s vindication of his people and judgment of their 
enemies (Luke 18:7–8; 2 Thess. 1:6–10); the hope for unending life (1 Cor. 15:51–56); the 
expectation of sudden judgment (Matt. 24:36–44); and the hope of the release of the 
righteous from a troubled world (Rev. 3:10). 

Considerable disagreement exists among certain interpreters over whether the rapture 
will take place immediately prior to, at the midpoint of, or after the eschatological “great 
tribulation.” This dispute is confined to premillennialism, in which Christ’s return is thought 
of as preceded by a definite seven-year period of tribulation and followed by the 
millennium. Pre and mid tribulation views of the rapture tend to think of that event mainly 
as the escape provided for believers from the troubled world of the end times. 
Pretribulationism posits, in effect, two second comings of Christ, the first an invisible 
“secret rapture” (of Christians) before the tribulation, the second a return with the 
previously raptured saints to judge the wicked (i.e., a chastisement of the Jews) and 
inaugurate the millennium (cf. dispensationalism, which distinguishes Jews and Christians 
as distinct covenant peoples). Partial rapturism, another variant of pretribulationism, 
warns that only those in a sanctified state will be caught up before the tribulation; 
backsliders must endure the tribulation which will serve as a kind of Purgatory to make 
them fit for the final coming of Christ (1 Pet. 1:6–7; cf. Matt. 6:13; Luke 21:34–36; Rev. 
3:10). Nevertheless, the rapture, as an aspect of the eschatological gathering of God’s 
people, can still be thought of where there is no conception of a definite period of 
eschatological tribulation. 

Bibliography. G. L. Archer et al., The Rapture: Pre-, Mid-, or Post-Tribulation? (Grand 
Rapids: 1984); R. Jewett, Jesus Against the Rapture (Philadelphia: 1979); J. F. Walvoord, 
The Rapture Question (Findlay, Ohio: 1971).1 
 

Views of the Rapture  

Post-Tribulational Premillennialism:  

This view is also known as Historic premillennialism, a name adopted by those who believe 

it to imply that this point of view is the historic view. Post-Tribulational premillennialism, 

or historic premillennialism, holds that Christ’s second coming will occur after the 

tribulation and that most (if not all) Jews will be converted and saved.  In contrast to 

dispensational premillennialism, historical premillennialism teaches that Christ will only 

return once and at that time the resurrection of the dead will occur. However, after 1000 

years, Satan will be turned loose to deceive for a short period of time (Satan’s Little 

Season).  Then will come the final judgment.   

 

Pretribulation Rapture: The rapture of the Church (i.e., the coming of the Lord in the air 

for His saints) will take place before the seven-year period of the Tribulation begins. 
                                                
1 Myers, A. C. (1987). In The Eerdmans Bible dictionary (p. 873). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 



Therefore, the Church will not go through any of the Tribulation period (the events 

of Revelation 6-18) according to this view. 

In this view, some believe the second advent of Jesus Christ has two phases: one secret as 

a thief comes to take what is valuable to him (to the church only, 1 Thess. 4:13-18), and 

one open and manifest to all the world (2 Thess. 2:8, “the manifestation of His coming”). 

Others would say it is distinct from the second coming to earth. 

 

Pre-wrath Rapture:29 The rapture of the church occurs prior to the wrath of God poured 

out on the earth, but in this view, the wrath of God does not occur until about or after the 

last quarter of the Tribulation. Thus the church will experience most of the events of the 

book of Revelation. 

 

Mid-tribulation Rapture: The rapture will occur in the middle of the Tribulation, after 

three-and-a-half years. 

 

Post-tribulation Rapture: The Church will be on earth during the entire Tribulation. Some 

would say the rapture is a part of the second coming, others that it is distinct from the 

second coming though separated by only a very short interval of time. 

 

Partial Rapture: Only saints who are worthy will be raptured before the wrath of God is 

poured out; those who have not been faithful will remain on the earth to endure the 

Tribulation. 

 

Judgment Seat of Christ (Bema seat Judgment) 

This term describes that event when believers will be brought into an examination before 

the Son of God (1 Cor. 3:9-15; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10). The Greek word for “judgment 

seat” is bema which once referred to the platform where the umpire for the Greek games 

would sit and issue rewards to the athletes. Thus, the purpose for the judgment seat is not 

to determine whether the one judged is a believer or not, but rather to publicly assess, 

whether acceptable or worthless, one’s works (outward) and character (inward) for 

rewards or their loss. 

 

The Tribulation 

This term is used by most theologians to refer to Daniel’s 70th week, the seven-year 

period of unprecedented trouble that will occur on earth through a series of divine 

judgments to be poured out on the entire inhabited earth (Dan. 12:1; Rev. 6-19; Matt. 

24:21,29). It begins with the signing of a peace treaty with Israel by the Roman prince that 

will come, the man of sin, the beast of Revelation 13 (cf. Dan. 9:26, 27; 2 Thess. 2:8). The 



Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21) refers to the last half of this seven year period. It is so 

called because of the increased wrath that will occur in these last three and half year. 

 

The Dragon  

Symbolic of Satan in the book of Revelation (Rev. 12:3, 4, 7, 9, 13, 16, 17; 13:2, 4; 16:13; 

20:2).  

Antichrist—also called the Beast, the man of lawlessness, and the Little Horn 

Anti means “against” or “in place of.” Antichrist, therefore, may refer generally to any 

apostate teacher who is against Christ or who claims to be Christ (Matt. 24:23-24; 1 John 

2:18; 4:3). The Antichrist refers to the final and horrible world ruler of the Tribulation. He 

is one who stands both against Christ and who seeks to usurp Christ’s place as the false 

Messiah of the Jews (1 John 4:3b; Rev. 13:1-10, 2 Thessalonians 2). 

 

The False Prophet  

The Antichrist’s minister of propaganda, who will work miracles (Rev. 16:13; 19:20; 

20:10). He is called “another beast” in Revelation 13:11. Also representative of the false 

religion that works with the anti-Christ to deceive the world 

The mark of the beast  

Revelation tells us that those who refuse the mark of the beast –symbolized as the 

number 666, will not be allowed to buy or to sell. The mark of the Beast will provide 

economic support for the Antichrist’s worship movement and will penalize those who 

resist. The number 666 and its meaning are greatly disputed by many different systems of 

belief concerning the end times. Remember though, the mark will not be something you 

accept by accident or by trickery. The forehead represents what you think and the mark 

on your hands represent what you do. The mark will be given and accepted as a clear act 

of allegiance towards the antichrist and rebellion against Jesus.  

Babylon  

Babylon was the chief city of the Babylonian Empire, which was in the lower valley of the 

Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, in what is modern-day Iraq. This refers to that literal city of 

Babylon in Iraq (50 miles south of Baghdad), which will be rebuilt and used as one of the 

headquarters for the Antichrist. It will function as the center of worldwide, demonic 



religious and economic networks (Rev. 17-18). As Jerusalem suddenly came out of the 

ashes and was rebuilt, so Babylon (in Iraq) will be suddenly rebuilt. Many of the specific 

details about Babylon’s sudden and permanent destruction in the judgments prophesied 

in Jeremiah 50-51 and Isaiah 13-14:21 have not yet fully happened. They were only 

partially fulfilled in history.  

Babylon – another perspective.   
  
The fact that Babylon is referred to as a mystery means that we cannot be completely 
certain as to her identity. The Revelation 17 does give us some clues. Revelation 17:9 
explains, “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the 
woman sits.” Many commentators link this passage with Rome, since the city of Rome was 
known as “the city on seven hills” because there are seven prominent hills that surround 
the city. However, verse 10 goes on to explain that the seven hills represent 7 kings or 
kingdoms, five of which have fallen, one that is and one that is to come. Therefore, 
Babylon cannot refer exclusively to Rome. Revelation 17:15 tells that Babylon will have 
great worldwide influence over people and nations. Verses 10-14 describe a series of 
eight and then ten kings who affiliate with the beast. Babylon will at one time have control 
over these kings (Revelation 17:18) but at some point the kings will turn on her and 
destroy her (Revelation 17:16) 
So, can the mystery of Babylon be solved? Partially. Babylon is an evil world system, 
controlled by the Antichrist, during the last days before Jesus’ return. Some scholars have 
suggested that there could be a reunification of what was previously known as the Roman 
Empire which could fit the description of Babylon.   
 
Armageddon:  

Derived from Hebrew har megiddo, “the mountain of Megiddo.” Armageddon refers to the 

battle mentioned in Revelation 16:16.  Megiddo was the site of numerous important 

battles, some of which are described in the Old Testament (Judges 5:19, 2 Kings 23:29-30, 

2 Chronicles 35:22-24).  According to the premillennial understanding, there is to be one 

final great battle that will literally occur at Har Megiddo.   

 

Abomination of Desolation  

The first time this term is described is in the book of Daniel 9:27. Here an angel describes 

a coming ruler who would desecrate the temple and the Holy of Holies with the sacrifice 

of a pig on the altar. Antiochus, one of the Greek Kings, fulfilled this prophecy initially, but 

he was just a prefigure of the one who will ultimately be “The Anti-Christ” described in 2 

Thessalonians 2 and Revelation.  Jesus points us to the ultimate anti-Christ in Matthew 24 

as well.  



Revelation gives us more information about the Antichrist who  will demand worship 

worldwide (Rev. 13). This will be the before mentioned abomination that leads to great 

desolation. God’s judgments will bring desolation, or destruction, to all who participate in 

this terrible abomination (Dan. 9:27; Mt. 24:15; Mk. 13:14; 2 Thes. 2:3-4). This worship 

system is based on the Antichrist (called the Beast) setting up an image (statue or idol) of 

himself in the Jerusalem temple. This image will be demonically empowered to breathe 

and speak (Rev. 13:14-15). The Antichrist will claim to be God when he sets up this idol in 

the Jerusalem temple which will have been rebuilt in the end times. No one will be able to 

buy or sell without worshiping the Antichrist before this image (Rev. 13:16-18). All who 

refuse will be sought out as criminals of the state under a threat of martyrdom.  

This is one of the most significant prophetic signs in the end times. John emphasized this 

image ten times (Rev. 13:14, 15 [3x]; 14:9, 11; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4). The abomination is 

mentioned or described nine times (Dan. 8:13; 9:26, 27; 11:31; 12:11; Mt. 24:15; Mk 

13:14; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4; Rev. 13:12-18).  

 

The Millennium  

The word millennium means a thousand years and refers to the promise of Scripture that 

Christ would reign on earth for a thousand years. The millennium has come to be 

synonymous for not only Christ’s reign on earth, but for the fulfillment of all Old 

Testament hopes and expectations associated with the kingdom of God on earth—peace, 

no war, perfect seasons, Israel and Jerusalem the center of the earth, Gentile domination 

removed, etc. (key verses, Isa. 2:1-4; 9:7; 11:2f; Rev. 20). 

 

 

 

Views of the Millennium 

A-millennialism 

A system of eschatology which, among other things, interprets the millennium as 

symbolical of present life in heaven.  As opposed to pre-millennial and post-millennial 

views, those who hold to an amillennial view do not believe that Christ will reign on earth 

for a literal 1000 years before the end of the world comes, but rather believe that He is 

reigning even now (Revelation 1:5-6, 5:1-14, Philippians 2:9, Colossians 1:13-14).    

 

Dispensational Premillennialism:  

The views held by most Dispensational Premillennialists divide God’s dealings with 

humanity into seven distinct “dispensations”: Innocence (before the fall into sin), 

Conscience (from the fall to Noah), Human Government (from Noah to Abraham), 



Promise (from Abraham to Moses), Law (from Moses to Christ), Grace (the church age), 

and the Kingdom (the millennium). (Some dispensational premillennialists hold to three, 

four or eight dispensations. The sevenfold view was popularized by Cyrus Scofield’s 

Reference Bible.) In each of these periods, a distinct revelation of God’s will is dominant 

and test’s mankind’s obedience to God.  Some who hold to the dispensational 

premillennial view believe there will be a secret return of Christ at which point the 

rapture will occur and Christians will be caught up with Him and delivered from the 7 year 

tribulation that is to come.  During the 7 year tribulation, unbelievers have a second 

chance to come to faith.  At the conclusion of the 7 year tribulation, there will be an battle 

called Armegeddon.  Following this battle Jesus will return visibly to judge between the 

“sheep and the goats.”  Then follows a 1000 year reign of Christ on the earth.  After those 

1000 years will come “Satan’s Little Season.”  Finally there will be the new heavens and 

the new earth. Dispensational Premillennialism is the view espoused in and popularized 

by the Left Behind series and is widely held among American evangelicals.   

 

Postmillennialism: 

The view that Christ’s second coming will occur after (“post”) the “millennium.”  In this 

understanding, the 1000 years leading up to Christ’s return are supposed to be a golden 

age in which things keep getting better and better.  In this view, as the world becomes 

more and more “Christianized,” there will be more and more peace, prosperity and good in 

the world.  This view was very popular in the 19th and early 20th century as things 

seemed to be getting better and better in the world, but the horrors of the World Wars 

played a large part in the demise of this view.  Postmillennialism is held by a fairly small 

number of Christians today. 

 

 

Great White Throne Judgment 

Often called, the “final judgment,” the great white throne judgment follows the millennial 

reign of Christ. Its purpose is not to determine whether one is saved or not, but rather to 

pass judgment on the works of the unsaved to demonstrate their unrighteousness and 

that they fall short of the holiness of God. The sentence is the second death: eternal 

separation from God in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:11-15). 

 

The Book of Life:  

A number of passages in the Bible refer to a book called “the book of life,” a figurative 

expression that originated from the ancient customs of (a) keeping various kinds of 

records like genealogical records (Neh. 7:5, 64; 12:22, 23) and of (b) registering citizens 

for numerous purposes (Jer. 22:30; Ezek. 13:9). Accordingly, God is represented as having 



records of men, of their works, and of God’s dealings with them. One such record is called 

“the book of life.” 

 

Hell (and related words) 

Hell: In common usage, this term refers to the place of future punishment for the wicked. 

The word properly translated “hell” in the New Testament is the 

Greek Geenna or Gehenna, a place in the valley of Hinnom where human sacrifices had 

been offered and where continuous burning of rubbish made it an apt illustration of the 

eternal lake of fire (cf. Matt. 5:22). Other words like sheol or hades are improperly 

translated by this term. 

Sheol: The general idea of this word is “the place of the dead” including the grave (cf. Num. 

16:30,33; Ps. 16:10), and the unseen place of those who have departed from this life, the 

place of departed spirits or both the righteous (Gen. 37:35) and the wicked (Prov. 9:18). 

Hades: This word is basically the New Testament counterpart of the Sheol. It refers to the 

unseen world in general, but specifically to the abode of the unsaved dead between death 

and the final judgment at the great white throne (cf. Luke 16:23 and Rev. 20:11-15). It 

differs from hell in that it is temporary while hell is permanent. 

Lake of Fire: Refers to the eternal state of the wicked who are forever separated from 

God and consigned to a special abode of suffering because of their rejection of Christ or 

their lack of the righteousness of Christ. It is equivalent to and identified with the second 

death in Revelation 20:14. 

 

Last Days:  

The phrase “the last days” appears twenty-seven times in the New Testament. 

Dispensational Premillennialists believe that with the creation of the 1948 state of Israel 

the world has entered the last days. In several instances, the expression refers to the end 

of history. However, in most passages (e.g., Acts 2:17; 1 Corinthians 10:11; Hebrews 1:1–

2 and 1 Peter 1:20) it indicates that the last days began in the New Testament era with the 

coming of Jesus Christ.  

Marriage Supper of the Lamb  

A time after the rapture, when Jesus celebrates His wedding to the redeemed as His bride 

(Rev. 19:7-10). Some believe that it will last the entire 1,000 years of the millennial 

kingdom  

Messiah  



Comes from the Hebrew word meshiach, meaning “anointed one.” It is translated as the 

Greek word Christos and the English word Christ. In the Old Testament, the Messiah was 

the coming “Anointed One,” who was to be king of Israel and lead the Jewish people to 

freedom from Gentile oppression.  

 

New Jerusalem  

The heavenly city where all the saints will live forever in God’s immediate presence (Heb. 

11:10, 16; 12:22-24). The New Jerusalem will descend to the earth in two stages: first, at 

the time of Jesus’ second coming (Rev. 21:10), and then after the millennial kingdom (Rev. 

21:2).  

New Heavens and Earth  

Are used in the context of both the Millennium and the eternal state (Isa. 65:17-25; 66:22- 
24; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1-2). The earth will continue forever (1 Chr. 23:25; 28:8; Ps.37:29; 

78:69; 104:5; 105:10-11; 125:1-2; Isa. 60:21; Ezek. 37:25; Joel 3:20).  

Parousia:  

Another term used to speak of Christ’s second coming.  It comes from the Greek word for 

“presence.” This word also means “arrival.” 

 

Restrainer  

The forces that restrain the Antichrist will be taken out of the way to allow him to come to 

a place of international political power. This restraining force refers to a combination of 

two forces referred to by Paul as “someone” and “something” that now restrains the 

Antichrist (2 Thes. 2:6-8). He described the restrainer of the Antichrist as a “what” (neuter 

in v. 6) and as a “He” (masculine in v. 7). Thus, the restraining force is a “what” and a “He” 

working together. Paul taught that the power of the state is appointed by God to restrain 

evil (Rom. 13:1-4). The “what” that restrains the Antichrist is the power of the state, and 

the “He” is God and His sovereign decree. Some wrongly teach that the Holy Spirit is the 

restrainer that is removed when the Church is raptured before the Great Tribulation. If 

that were true then no one could be saved in the Great Tribulation, because it takes the 

work of the Holy Spirit moving on an unbeliever’s heart for them to be saved.  

Satan’s Little Season:  



As the Last Day draws near, Satan will be turned loose for a time.  Revelation 20:7-8 

describe a time when Satan is released from his prison and he will attempt to use that time 

to deceive as many people as possible to persecute the church.  Even in this season, God 

protects His people (Revelation 20:9).  Satan’s little season will end with Satan being cast 

into hell for eternity (Revelation 20:10).  

 

 

Second Coming of Christ  

The time when Jesus will come back physically to rule permanently on the earth. He will 

travel across the earth in the sky so that every eye clearly sees Him in every nation (Rev. 

1:7). At this time, the bodies of believers will be instantly transformed as they meet Jesus 

in the air. This will happen at the seventh trumpet, the last trumpet (Isa. 27:13; Zech. 9:14; 

Mt. 24:31; 1 Cor.15:52; 1 Thes. 4:16; Rev. 10:7; 11:15).  

Second-Coming Procession  

The three-stage process of the return of Jesus traveling first across the sky so that every 

eye sees Him (Rev.1:7), then through the land of Edom, which is modern-day Jordan (Isa. 

63:1-6; Hab. 3:3-16), as He marches up to Jerusalem to the Mount of Olives (Ps. 24:7-10; 

Zech. 14:4 ; Rev. 19:17-21).  

Seven Heads  

From Dan. 2:41-42; 7:7; Rev. 12:3; 13:1; 17:3-6. Seven world empires throughout history 

that persecuted Israel. They are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, and the 

10-nation confederation.  

Ten Horns  

Speaks of a future 10-nation confederation of 10 kings that rule simultaneously over their 

own nation. They come into an enthusiastic agreement or partnership together under the 

Antichrist’s authority (Dan. 2:41-42; 7:7, 20, 24; 11:36-45; Rev. 12:3; 13:1; 17:3, 7, 12, 

16).  

 

Times of the Gentiles 

This is an expression used by our Lord in Luke 21:24 of the period of Gentile domination 

over Israel when Israel has no king on the throne of David. It began in 586 BC with the 



captivity of Judah under Nebuchadnezzar (2 Chron. 36:1-21) and will continue until the 

return of Christ to earth. Daniel’s visions and prophecies foresee this domination under 

the pictures of the four beasts and the great image (Dan. 2:31f; 7:3f). 

 

Two Witnesses  

Two prophets who will operate in the power of God in a very remarkable way during the 

Great Tribulation (Rev. 11:3-6). They will oppose the Antichrist and proclaim the message 

of the gospel. Although their actual identities are unknown, some speculate that they are 

Moses and Elijah, or possibly Enoch.  

Traditional Version of the Apostles Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in 
Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic (universal) church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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